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Resources

US District Court 373-3850
201 S. Vine St., Urbana

RIAA (Recording Industry Assn. of America)
riaa.org/physicalpiracy.php

MPAA (Motion Picture Assn. of America)
mpaa.org

Original Works of authorship fixed in tan-
gible form may be copyrighted, including:

Literary works,

Musical works,

Sound recordings,

Dramatic works,

Pantomimes & choreographic works
Pictoral, Graphic & Sculptural works,

Motion Pictures & other Audiovisual
works.

REMEMBER:
A copyright protects original literary and
artistic property.
With few exceptions, the owner of a
copyright has exclusive right to publish,
sell, and distribute the work.

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS
NOT INTENDED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR LEGAL
ADVICE. STUDENTS WHO ARE CONFRONTED
WITH LEGAL PROBLEMS OR WHO NEED SPE-
CIFIC ADVICE ARE ENCOURAGED TO SEEK
ASSISTANCE FROM A LICENSED ATTORNEY.
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When you get caught

Criminal prosecution of college students for
“illegal downloading” is very rare; however,
civil suits for damages are common and are
routine on some campuses. The minimum
penalty for each song downloaded is $750.00.

Most students who are caught by RIAA have
downloaded hundreds, and in some cases
thousands, of songs.

I'm a college student; | can't pay

Copyright holders target college students
precisely because they can pay and most do
pay. Being “judgment proof” is not a defense
to illegal downloading.

The RIAA is usually willing to settle student “il-
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